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'The Emotional Maturity of Gifted Students in Libya
ABSTRACT

Studies have emphasized on importance of observing the adjust-
ment of Gifted Students especially when there is a special care:
one of this care grouping students in special schools. This re-
search aims to reveal the emotional maturity level of the Gifted
students in Al-fateh center, also know if there are differences
proved statistically among the students according to sex and
class level and interaction.

The sample of the research consists of (125) students; (65) of
them are males and the rest are females. (Al-Aaisy; 1997) was
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used as a scale for the emotional maturity. The results showed
that the males and females have a level less than the theoretical
medium for emotional mature scale. also there are no significant
differcnces accoring to sex, class level and interaction. The re-
search also includes some recommendations and suggestions.
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' Abstract
“The Relationship between Value System and
Social Responsibility for Gar - Younis
University Students”
Al-Marj Arts and Sciences College

The rescarch aims at investigating Values System for
College Students and Compare Values between Sex
and Year of study Level. and finds out the relation be-
tween values and Social responsibility.

The researcher depends on the scale values adjustment
by Gorden Allport and the scale social responsibility
prepared by Harrison Gough. The number of subjects
was (120) students from colleg of Al-marj.

The results

1 - The values system ranked from religious value, so-
cial value, Theoretical value, economic value, political
value and aesthetic value.

2 - There is No significante differences between sex
and years of studys in values except economic value.

3 - There was a significant positive correlation be-
tween all values and social responsibility except aes-

. thetic value.
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Approach in EFL Setting
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Senussi. M. Saad
University of Elmarj/ Department of English






Senussi M. Saad ‘The Introduction of the Communcative Approach in EFL

1. lntroduction:

Wis widely recognized tat the educational process in any society is alecied by
the sockal and cultural factors within this particular society. Learners are tauy wowithina
sociocultural setting and their expectations are intluenced by the norms ot that paticudar
setting. Teachers as well are affected by the setting in which they had ther prior
experienee ax fearners and in which thes Tad their prior teacher education, When
eachers come to i classroom they bring with them their beliets and expectitions about
what to teach and how to teach. Learers are also atfecied by their prior experience in the
classroom.  Their expectations are based acconding o certain ways ol teaching and
learning.

In the ficld of kanguage teaching, it is important for those who design teaching
curricula to consider that pedagogical and sociocultural (iil'l‘crcnccs could be o source of
contlict if’ they were not taken into account in the implementation of language teaching
curricula and methodology. 1t is essential fur applicd hnguists and practiioners o
understand that what might be appropriate in one fanguage setting does not necessarily
nrean it would be appropriate in other Lguage setting. Thus, to implement a teaching”
method which is designed to Tunction ina Canadian or o Dritish setting sometimes doe:
not guarantee that this particular method will be suitable ina Libyan or a Chine e setting,
For the communicative approach to be made suitable Tor lnguage classtooms i torcign

Lmguage settings, i needs o be both culturadly and socially aceepted.
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This paper secks to examine the reasons that cause disagrecment and frustration
when applicd Tinguists and reachers Uy toimplement the communicative approach in
lnguage classrooms within loreign Lanpuage scttings. 10 will explore how beliels,
pedagopy, sad expectations that have been cvalved i i:mglmgc classtooms within foreip
kwpuage settings restrain the unplenientation of the communicative approach,

However, my purpose is not 1o criticize the communicative approach or to argue
that the communicative approach is not suitable in lnguage classrooms within lorcign
language settings, but I would argue that having a better understanding of the nature of
the language classroom within the lorcign Einguage settings, including 11¢ cultural
structure of the classroom and the refation between the teacher and lll‘c learner will
facilitate the efforts towards the introduction of the communicative approach into
language classrooms within EIL settings. Fiest, [ will describe the differences between
EFL and ESIL settings in learning and teaching English linguage. Sceond | will describe
some characteristics of the communicative approach with comparison o the languape
classroom within foreign Linguage scttings., Finally Twould propose a framework of how
the communicative approach should be introduced 1o the lnguage classroom within
forcign Linguage settings,

2 LSE vy 1L

The distinetion between ESTL and EFE has not been explicitly identificd in the
cunrent apphied linguisue fierature, 1 s easential for language experts 1o lay out the
diferences between ESL and EEFLL in order to provide the appropriate teaching practices.

One o the distinctions between 18] sctting and EFL seting is that teaching sl
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learning English in ESL setting takes place within an English speaking envilonment.
Leamers ae exposed 1o English by many mcans. They have more chances to test and
practice new linguage skifls. This can be done by speaking to native speakers ol Fnglinh
or watchmg TV and fistening to the radio. Another major. factor which distinguishes FI°E
rom ESL s that deamers in ESE seting have to speak the language bemg learned in
arder o function in the society.

ESL teachers often have more opportnnities to design their own curticutum 1o suit
the various needs of language learners than language wachers in EFL settings . Teacher's
role in ESL classrooms is more likely to act as o Gicilitator to hielp learners take part in the
chn.‘;smo_m activities.  “ESL taching is primarily designed to develop comnnmicative
competence with little or no cumricular demands and pressure of examinations” (Ehhis,
1996, p. 213).

While ESL settng tends 1o be more ntegrative. That is, its major role is to help
learners interact with the socicty of the language being learned, English in EFL sciting is
ollen taught as o part of the school curriculum and s therefore aftected by the
educational, institutional and government policy. These elements influence the resources
distributed to English language teaching such as the class size. fumiture and the number
ol hours given to English language teaching.

Unlike ESL setting where teachers often line more freedoni (o design thenr awn
curreulum o suit the various needs of the Laietape deamers, teachers in 1L setting are
seting notonhy according o the needs of their Linga e lvamers, but also according: o the

standards of other sulyeets in the schoot curneulum, Hohiday (1994) suggests that “there
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Way be peer pressure against a teacher in(mducipg a group work into his or her classroom
on the grounds that students will carry new expectations into other subject classioom
which thewr teachers might lind disruptive™ ( P51 Morcover, weachers in EF]L settmg are
teparded as the source of experience in the target language and therefore much of the
work inside the classroom iy dependent on them. Given the fact that Enghsh to some
extent is used only in the classroom, fearners in I, settig have less opportunities to 1ot
and practice their communicative competence. i summary, language classtoom within
toreign language setting is influenced by many factors which neither the teacher nor the
learner has control of them,

S The communicative approach vs. EFL settings:

itis widely acknowledged that the educational process is not only an exchange of
knowledge between teachers and learners, but it is also a set of conventions and
assumptions which underline the structure of this cducational process.  Thus, the
educational process in any context is influenced by the sociocultural fuclors within (his
particular context. Henee, it would be unrealistic idea (o implement any teaching method
without constdering these sociocultural factors.  What might be appropriate and
aceeptable in the context of Canada for example might not be so in the Chinese or the
Libvan  context, Therelore, linguists and language experts need to explore the
sociocultural Tactors whichy constivet Language classrooms within loretgn Linguage
contexts before any attempts to implerment e communicatn ¢ approach.

16 also necessary o examine the condlicts that cmerged when Fanguage experts

atempted o implenient the cotmmunicative approach in language classrooms within
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forcign language contexts. However, language experts need to cstablish a systematic
l'r:;mcwork in order to examine the obstacles which confront the implementation of lhc\
communicative approach in language classrooms within forcign language contexts. This
can be donc by looking at the classrooms as a cultural setting. Classroom culture is
clearly wisible through out some basic clements which shape the structure of the
classroom. These clements could include beliefs, pedagogy and structure. Beliefs are
" established on shared assumption and expectations of all the participants in the classroom
including the role of the teacher, the role of the student and conceptions about language
learning and teaching. Pedagogy compriscs what is carricd out in the classroom
includil_\g methods, use of materials and cvaluation. Structure involves the organization of
time, space and resources. These three clements can not be isolated from cach other. For
example, if the teacher believes that his role is to transmit knowledge to students then his
way of teaching will be teacher centered.  This section will examine cach of these
clements in order to sec how these clements affect the implementation of the

communicative approach in foreign language contexts.

3.1 Belief: lunguage learning

In many countrics learning a forcign language is viewed as a matter of mastering
the grammar rules and the vocabulary words of this particular language. For example, in
the Libyan setting the curriculum of English language teaching is designed to foster
learner’s knowledge of the grammar rules and the vocabulary words of the Lnglish
language. Students arc supplicd}x{ccrlain textbooks and are expected to memorize the

vocabulary words and the grammatical rules which are included in these textbooks.
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Students are convinced that if they can master what is in these textbooks they will have
1o problems communicating with native speakers of fanguage. Teachers as well believe
that the best way to l?arll a i;i»lgu:lgc is 10 master its vocabulary and grammatical rules.
Teachers’ methods to teach’ English are aiso based on teachers’ assumptions about
language teaching and learning.  Since most of the teachers in the Libyan setting believe
that the best way to learn English is to master its grammatical structure and vocabulary,
most of the teachers adopt the grammar translation method as the best way to {cach
Lnglish. Similarly in China grammar and memorization are regarded as the best vays of
learning and teaching a foreign language. For example, Penner (1995) suggests that “the
csscmip_l characteristics of the Chinese view of language learning are, memorization,
repetition, habit formation and the quantitative accumutation of knowledge” (p. 5).

The communicative approach on the other hand views language learning as a
dynamic process where learners ean develop their fanguage skills rather than niemorizing
the grammatical rules and vocabulary words of the language.  Wilkins (1976) whose
work contributed tremendously in developing the communicative approach, argucs that in
order for learners to learn a language, they must use it communicatively if they want to
reach any degree of fluency. The communicative approach also assumes that Language
learning is a process which can be developed through interaction between tcachers,
learners and class activitics (Candlin & Breen, 1980). The purpose of the communicative
approach is to develop the communicative competence of the learners by enabling them
produce appropriate expressions for different functions in different situations while using

the target Janguage ( Canale & Swain, 1980). The communicative approach sccks 1o
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extend the notion of correctness to include not only the gramimatical accuracy but also the
sociolinguistic appropriacy in the use of the target language (Widdowson, 1978). In other
words the communicative approach regards learning a language as a matter of having the
knowledge of h()\\.' to usc the language including skills, proficiency and functions,
whereas the more traditional approach views learning a language as a matter of having
the knowledge about the language including vocabulary and grammatical structures.

If the communicative approach is to be implemented in language classrooms
within {llc traditional scttings such as the Libyan sctting or the Chinese scuting, teachers
and students have to review their notions about language leaming and teaching.
However, we should not predict that teachers and stadents in these settings would casily
change their notions about language learning and teaching.

I would propose that the process of changing language learning and teaching
assumptions should first start with teachers. Teachers arc often affected by the way they
had their prior teacher education. 1 would argue that teachers’ cducation is more
important than teachers’ training. My assumption is that teachers’ English fanguage
training in EFL scltings is often focused on increasing teachers” knowledge about the
English language and teaching methodology is often considered to be sccondary. Liu
(1988) for example, suggests that in China “the study of methods for teaching English to
speakers of other languages has never been valued, even in the tcachers’ training
programs” (P. 71). The rationale of focusing on developing the linguistic com;etence of
teachers is that if teachers are well equipped by the knowledge of the target language,

they will be able to impart this knowledge to their students. In my own teacher training
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experience in Libya, | always held the assumption that if 1 knew more about English
language, 1 would be able 1o 1cach better. in fact, teaching training programs can play an
important role in changing tcachers’ assumptions about language learning and teaching.
This can be done by introducing a teache: training program in which teachers learn
English communicatively.  During this training program, teachers can leam English
communicatively at the same time as learning about teaching.

However, I advocate the notion which states that a better knowledge of the target
language will enable teachers to teach morce cificiently, but 1 would arguc that teachers
also need to understand what learning a language means. EFL teacher training programs
should_‘cducalc teachers to understand that learning a language is not only a matter of
mastering the grammar and vocabulary of this particular language. That is, learning a
language also involves the knowledge of how to usec the language for different functions
in different situations. If EFL tcacher training programs adopt these new not.ons about
language learning, the process of changing beliefs about language leamning and teaching
can be achieved. Teachers will be able to bring these ideas to their classrooms. Students
will likely be affected by their teachers’ new ideas about language learning and teaching.
As I have previously mentioned that students’ expeetations are based according to certain
ways of teaching and learning. Therefore, if EFL teacher training programs were able to
change teachers’ notions about language learning and teaching, this change would

ositively affect students’ ex cctations of language learning and teaching.
p Y p guag E £
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3.2 Belief: Role of the teacher

As | have mentioned prcvioﬁsly. the lcnr.ning cducational process in any sovicty is
affected by the cultural and social faclo>rs within this particular socicty. Who docs what
in the classroom ‘is sometimes culturally based. For example, some cultures regard
teachers as having the superior power in the classroom and they are responsible for every
thing starting from decision making to the cvaluating process. Other cultures on the other
hand conceive the rolc of thp teacher as a helper and facilitator in the learning j.rocess. It
is cssential for those who design curriculum language teaching to realize how cultures
differ in their notions with regard to the teachers’ roles in the educational process.

In many language classrooms within EFL settings, teachers are often regarded as
the sox;;cc of knowledge in the target language and therefore their role is to impart that
knowledge to their students. Thus, teachers are ofien scen as the sole of authority and
therefore they should not be questioned or interrupted.  However, if the teacher crrs, it is
often regarded as the teacher has not prepared sufficiently and therefore he/she is not
qualified to be a teacher. This responsibility of providing explicit and precise answers
has forced teachers 10 focus on acquiring knowledge about the target language rather than
developing their language teaching skills.

On the other hand, in the communicative approach the teacher plays the role of
“facilitator” rather than the “knower™. Candlin and Breen (1980) suggest that “the role
of the teacher in the classroom is to facilitate the communicative process between all
participants in the classroom and between these participants and various activitics and

texts”. (p. 99). Becausc the communicative approach focuses on developing students’
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language skills such as the speaking skills, “the teacher role is only to provide these
conditions for this process, sct it going, observe it, try to understand it, give it guidance,
help it along, analyze and evaluate il“@/i‘:i‘l")m, p. 9).
_—

However, we should not speculate that teachers in language classrooms within
EFL scttings will casily agree 1d exgept these new roles endorsed by the communicative
approach for several reasons. First of all, many language teachers within EFL scltings
have limited knowledge of English and therefore might feel threaten 1o usc other methods
which allow more frecdom for students to usk unpredictable questions.  Thus, in a
communicative classroom wh‘crc learners® linguistic ability somectimes can not be
prcdicatg@, teachers need higher ability in English to avoid any entbracing questions,
whereas in a more traditional classroom teachers have more control over students’
Interaction and participation in the classroom. Sccond, the obligation of giving precise
and accurate answers might prevent teachers in EFL settings from adopting the
communicative approach if their English ability does not give them the sense of sceurity
to avoid any ambiguous questions asked by students while using communicative
activities. Third, as I have mentioned earlicr that in some EFL scilings, teachers arc ofien
regarded as the source of the knowledge in the foreign language and therefore their
responsibility is to impart this knowledge 1o their students. However, shaing this
responsibility with students might be seen by some teachers as a threat to their main role

in the classroom and might be interpreted by some teachers as not fulfilling their

i .L/‘ . - .
responsibility towards their students Li (4984) claims that while trying to use the
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communicative approach in China, some teachers felt uprooted and guilty because they
were not doing their job. He points out that:

The teacher’s role in a communicative class is completely differemt from that in

any other type of class. In China, the tradition of the teacher occupying the

center in lhc‘classro_gm is still very much alive and teachers naturally fecl a bit

uprooted when they are removed from that position. Teachers fecl some what

guilty because they have nothing to do in the class and don’t think that they are

doing their duty. ( P, 3).

To prepare language teachers within EFL scttings for the wide varicty of roles
cndorsed by the communicative approach and 1o help them develop their professional
skills, a framework needs to be established. Firsy, language teachers within EFL settings
need to know more about the development in language teaching theories. With respect to
the Libyan seuting, 1 could argue that most of the Libyan teachers who teach English in
Libya know very little about the comnumicative approach. To implement the
communicative approach in a setting such as the Libyan setting, teachers need to
understand the significancc of using the communicative approach before they ar 2 asked 1o

adopt it. Widdoson (1984) for example, argucs that:

Teachers need more than an approach which they can adopt; they need a set of
underlying principlcs which allow them to adapt particular approaches to meet

the requirements of different circumstances. Without such a sct of explicit
principles the teacher will be imprisoned within a methodological orthodoxy.
(p. 218).

Sccond, I belicve it would be a good idea if language teachers within EFL scttings
were able to participate in designing language curriculum because they are the ones who
will carry out that curriculum, Bolitho (1990) for example, argues that “a tcacher who

N\
understands the principles of syl¥ble design and learns how 1o writes materials is not
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only better cquipped to respond 1o immicdiate classroom needs, but also far better able to
cvalaate critically and productively any syHabl~<Jor materials she/lie is asked to work
with”™ (p. 27). That is, a teacher who has been involved in designing and developing the
curriculum of language teaching will be very well cquipped to argue for a change and the
reasons for it

3.3 Belief: Role of the students:

The communicative approach requires students to participatc in class activitics.
Thus, within the communicative approach much of the learning process responsibility is
given to the students. Furthermore, the communicative approach aims to vevclop
students’ speaking skills. This requires students to actively and appropriately usc the
language b.c.:.causc often progress is judged by oral participation.
| On the other hand, students within EFL scttings often assume that their rolc in the
classroom is to sit quictly and to memorize all the information transmitied by the teacher.
However, the concept of being qait~ in language classrooms within EFL settings is often
culturally based. For example, in the Libyan culture it is considered rude and impolite to
interrupt or to argue with the teacher. Students often try to be quite as much as possible
to show their respect to their teacher. Students are convinced that being qu\}é\mcans
recognition and appreciation to their teachers.
In order to implement the communicative approach in these traditional scitings
such as the Libyan sctting, students need to cedefine their beliels about their roles in the
clussroom. For example, a belicl which considers the idea of being quite in the classroom

as a respect to the teacher may prevents students from taking part in class activitics. In
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addition, students nced to know why they are asked to act in certain ways and how they
can learn most cffectively. For example, the teacher should explain to the stadents the
importance of participating in class activities such as group work or role play. It is
essential to realize that w.c can not expeet that students will change their behavior in the
classroom and positively participate in class activity without understanding  the
significance of doing so. The rationale of explaining the advantage of taking part in class
activity is to avoid students’ resistance to these activities. In other words, imposing a
learner-centered approach may have severe conscquences on students’ motivation to lcarn
the fanguage. In some cases some students might give up their language lcarning. To
achicve a positive change, students need to understand the reason of using a particular
language teaching approach. They need to understand the rationale behind pushing them

to use the language rather than just studying about the language.

34 Pedagogy: Use of materials:

The communicative approach requires teachers to use authentic materials such as
news paper articles, magazines and television listings. This is donc on the assumption
that authentic materials make learning morc enjoyable, bring learners closer to the target
language culture and increase learners” motivation towards learning the target Janguage.
(Swaffar, 1985).

However, as 1 have previously mentioned that a language classroom within
forcign language scitings is often influenced by many factors which are not in the
teachers and Icarners’ domain. In the Libyan sctiing for cxample, the ministry of

cducation defines the objectives; prescribes the text books; determines the time given for
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teaching English and the teaching methodology for cach level of the school syslem,
Teachers are obligared to use the text books which are prescribed by the ministry of
education. They are required 1o complete the text books prescribed by the ministry of
cducation within the school year. During the school year, teachers are frequently visited
by supervisors sent by the ministry of education whose Job is to ensure that teachers are
restricted to the text books prescribed by the ministry of education. Thus, tecachers’
methods of teaching English arc also cvaluated by those supervisors according to the
criteria prescribed by the ministry of education. Students are also required 10 pass the
cxaminations by the e¢nd of the school year. Because of the tight relationship between the
currict}!um and the examinations criteria, tcachers in the Libyan setting often believe that
the grammar translation method can succcss‘fu!lyy prepare their students to pass thesc
examinations. Students are also pressured by these examinations and thus require their
teachers to teach for the examinations.

In order for change to be achicved in such a traditional setting such as the Libyan
setting, teachers need to be empowered to utilize the suitable materials which satisfy
learners needs in learning a new language. Thus, teachers need to be trained of how usc
authentic materials such as news paper articles and magazines rather than Just teaching
from the text books.

3.5 Pedagogy: Group work:

Group work is often considered as one of the activities cndorsed by
communicative approach. It requires students to work in groups to perform certain tasks

such as group discussions. This is done on the assumption that group work is helplul for
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students, allowing them to promote their language skills such as their speaking skills,
According to Doughty and Pica (1985), group work can establish more negotiated
interaction among peer students than teacher directed activitics.

However, th;: cffectivencss of group work in language classrooms within foreign
language settings might be determined by the sociocultural factors which underline the
classroom structure. In many cultures such as the Libyan culture, it might be seen as a
violation to the sociocultural norms for students to work in groups of the opposite sex. In
the Libyan classrooms females are usually seated in the front of the classroom, while
males arc usually scated in the back of the classroom. To ask females to join groups }Vilh
malcs g}ight be regarded as rude or impolite.  Thus, interactions within the classroom
usually occur within groups of the same scx. That is, males tend to speak with cach
other, while females like to be isolated and their privacy not to be violated. In addition,
classroom interaction is usually dominated by females. The reason for this is because
females and males in the Libyan socicty arc not brought up together there is always
separation even within the families.  As a result females and males grow up without
having close relationships.

As far as the communicative approach is concerned, interaction in the classroom
is secn as an essential process for language learning, it encourages students to express
their ideas in the target Janguage 1o develop their language skills. In addition, group work
motivates students to arguc and raise questions to enhance the discussion process of a
particular topic. 1 believe that the rules of interaction in any group arc also culturally

based. Cultures differ in framing their discourse structures. In some cultures to interrupt
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Japanesc to master English conversation is not merely linguistic or psycholinguistic but
socolinguistic” (p. 18). That is, it is viewed more valuable for the Japancese to save face
than to maintain conversation.

3.6 Structure: space:

The communicative approach has implications for the structures in the language
classroom. For example, most North American ESL classes have a maximum of twenty
students (Penner, 1995). Thus, principles endorsed by the communicative approach such
as attention to individual students arc more manageable in North American ESL classcs.
In contrast, the obligation of providing individual attention might not be an easy task for
language teachers within EFL seltings where fanguage classrooms often have morc than
forty st;dcms. Discipline might be one of the obstacles which hinder language teachers
in language classrooms within EFL settings. Nolasco & Aurthur (1986) in their attempt
1o usc communicative activitics in language classroems within the Morocean setlings,
reported that “there was a strong feeling that chaos developed as soon as the tcacher
moved away from the front position” (. 103). They also reported that school principl )
and teachers in other classrooms complained that students were making noise when they
were talking, implying the teacher’s lack of control.  In addition, physical constraints
might prevent teachers from using communicative activities. For example, in the Libyan
sciting, classroom desks are often {ixed to the floor in long rows facing the teacher. The
reason of fixing desks 1o the floor is to prevent students from making noise by moving

the desks from their position. In such conditions, I would argue that it would be a hard

task for tcachers to usc communicative activitics.
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4. solving the problem:

After having finished intreducing  the obslaclcs' which may hinder the
implementation of the communicative approach in language classrooms within EFL
seltings, the question which arises here is that what is to be done to solve these
obstacles?. 1 believe that applied linguists and practitioners need to establish a systematic
framework before making any decisions to implement the communicative approach in
language classrooms within EFL sctting. Sucha framework has to cover the iow and the
why. The how involves introducing the new fechniques gradually, starting from the
known to the unknown activitics. The why has to consider the rationale behind using
these activitics. This scction attempts to establish a practical framework for introducing
the con';municalivc approach in language classrooms within EFL scttings.

4.1 Consultation and negotiation:

Learners need to be brougit into a discussion of their Jearning process and the
teaching approach which they are exposed to. They need to understand why they are
being asked to act in certain ways in a language classrooms and how they can learn most
effectively. Consultation and negotiation between teachers and learncrs could be the first
procedures in the process of introducing new activities into the language classroom.
However, as Nunan (1987) suggested, learners often don’t regard themsclves as having
the privilege to be in a consultative position. DBrindely (1984) explains the obstacles
which might ecmerge in the process of consultation and negotiation between learners and
tcachers. He states that:

The principle of consultation with fearners is fundamental to a learner-centered

system. However, many teachers expressed doubls regarding the feasibility of

consultation, pointing out a number of potential obstacles: the conflicting idcas
held by teachers and leamers about their respective roles; the resultant problems
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of reconciling learner-perccived needs with teacher-perceived needs; the learner
inability to statc their needs clearly (P, 95).

This indicates that 2 mismatch between students and teachers’ expectations could
Jeopardize the process of language teaching and learning.  When students’ expectations
are inconsistent with class activitics, students will likely resist these activities. Some
students might feel frustrated or confused. Thus, their motivation to leam a new language
might be negatively affected.  Their dissatisfaction might also lead them to give up
learning a new language. Anderson (1993) for cxample, described how an English-
speaker teacher faced difficultics when she tried to implement the communicative
approach in China. He reported that students refused to participate in the class activities
when tliey realized that their expeclations arc not consistent with these activitics. The
following arc Anderson’s comments.

Several students told her 1o her face that they consider her “method” ridicules and
inappropriate, they refused to sit in a circle and speak English to cach other. They did not
like to invent conversations or play communicative games. They insisted on taking
conventional cxams instead. Several students did not attend her classes at all, preferring
1o audit the older professors® lectures on intensive reading and grammar instead.

(p. 474).

To solve students’ resistance to some class activities, Holec (1987) proposces that
students should go through a sort of psychological preparation to clear themselves of
preconceived ideas which may interfere with their language learning. 1 would arguc that
students arc cntitled to understand the significance of adopting certain classroom
activities in order to avoid any confusion or frustration. If a teacher believes in the
current communicative principles of language learning and teaching cncounters students

who regard language learning as a matter of accumulating vocabulary words and
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grammatical rules, he/she should do her/his best to persuade these students of the value of
classroom activitics such as group work, role play, problem solving and so on through
clarification, discussion and demonstration.

4.2 Learning about the classroom:

Throughout this paper, I have argucd that the educational process in any socicly is
influenced by the socio-cultural factors within this particular society.  What happens
between people in the classroom is also socially and culturally based. This means that
cslablish'ing an appropriate methodology depends on considering the socio-cultural
factors which determine what happen between people in the classroom.  Although what
happen between people in the classroom might be different across cultures, one could
argue ;i{at the culture of the classroom is also affected by the cultures outside the
classroom. This implics that Icarning about the classroom also involves lcarning about
the cultures outside the classroom.

All the partics involved in the educational process such as teachers, curriculum
designers, materials or text book writers and policy makers should participate in the
process of Icarning about the classroom. Each party could undertake a very sy ecific role
in this process of learning about the classroom. For example, teachers could provide
valuable insights about what happens between people in the classroom since they are the
ones who have the expericnce about the various aspects of classroom interactions.
Curriculum designers and other parties in the educational process couid take the
responsibility of surveying the cultures outside the classroom. I would argue that by

providing valuable data about the culture of the classroom and the cultures surrounding
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the classroom in any particular setting, an appropriate methodology could be established
in this particular sctling,.

4.3 Introducing pair and group work:

Pair and group work could be the first activities in introducing the communicative
approach in language classrooms within EFL settings.  However, teachers need 1o
understand how best they can use these activitics. Perhaps onc of the best steps which
can teachers do in using these activitics is to extend students’ responsibility of deciding
who should speak. Teachers should encourage students to take the initiative to speak. In
this respect, 1 would like to quote Nalasco and Arthur's (1986) framework of introducing
pair and group work into large language classrooms within the Moroccan setting. This

framework was cstablished in a ten week course. The following table will illustrate this

framework.,

Week Aim Means

I "To extend responsibility for initiating Teacher-controlled open adjacent

short responscs to the Jearner. pair work on question and answer

cxercises

2 Consolidation plus introduction of Dialogue reading: learncr takes one part.

dialogue exchange in pairs Move from teacher A and learners B

through open and adjacent pairs to
whole class work in closed pairs.

3 Consolidation plus introduction of lcarncrs Longer read dialogues, followed by the

10 habit of choosing the content of communication  introduction of cued dialogues.
in oral work.

4 Consolidation plus introduction of the idea of Introduce discourse chains to promote

working together in English. recall of known dialogucs; get learners
to work in on comprchension exercises
in English.
5 To introduce the idca of guided role play, Introduce role cards on the basis of familiar
as well as simple problem solving, material; a short period in closed pairs; work

on the problems of grammar.

21oll plalig wilalil dlag Jeetall saall 304



The Introduction of the Communcative Approach in EFL

Senussi M. Saad
Week Aim . Means
6 Consolidation plus introduction of Longer guided role play; practice in
“information-gap” cxerciscs. moving quickly into pair work exercises;
-~ information gap in which half of the class
sees the picture; teacher controls questions
and answers

7 Consolidation and extension Information gap similar to (6), but done in
closed pairs.

8 Consolidation and extension. Introduce free role-play activitics in pairs,
then threes and fours; small group essay
preparation for the final stage of guided
composition lesson.

9 Consolidation and extension. Introduce ranking activitics.

10 Consolidation and extension. Group preparation of ideas and structure for

eSSy,

5. Conclusion:

Therce is no doubt that the advent of the communicative approaches to language
teaching and learning has increased the resources available to language teachiers and
learners. However, the potential of such approaches will only become valuable if the
learners and teachers themselves are convinced of their value. Consideration al<o should
be given 1o the question of the extent to which the socio-culture of the language
classroom can permit it to be truly communicative.

Since every teaching methodology has a sct of values and principles, applied
linguists and practitioners need to extract these values and principles that arc inherent in

the method so that these values and principles can be compared to those in the
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cducational systems within EFL scttings. 1f these values and principles are suitable, then
the method can be usable within the educational system. If these values and principles
disagree with those within EFL scttings, then applied linguists and practitioners have to
find another way of how (o accommodate this new method to be usable within the
cducational system in this particular EFL sctting.

This paper was an attempt to explore the various obstacles which cncounter the
implementation of the communicative approach in language classrooms within EFL
seltings. 1t proved that an understanding of the clements which underline the structure of
language classrooms within EFL settings would contribute to the implementation of the
communicative approach. It also suggested that learning as much about the various parts
which constitute the educational culture of language classrooms within EFL settings
would ultimately casec the barriers which  prevent  the implementation  of the
communicative approach. Hutchinson and Waters (1984) for example sugges! that:

Education is by its nature, a compromise between the individual and the sociely,

Thus we would reject the view that a communicative approach is learncr-centered:

rather, it is learned centered, and this implics taking into account the needs and

excertions of all the partics involved. (P. 108).

This paper also suggested that explaining the teaching and learning notions
underlying teaching activities would promote learners’ understanding of their lcarning
process. Often learners resist activitics such as group work aclivitics because they don't
understand their pedagogical values. Learners are cntitled 1o understand why they are
asked to behave in certain ways in language classrooms, They deserve to know the

significance of using certain activitics in language classrooms,
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Abstract

In this paper, it is shown that the Nagumo cquation does not pass the painlevé
test for ordinary differential equations, it is shown that not all the similarity reductions

of Nagumo cquations pass the Painleve test,

(1) Introduction
Quasilinear parabolic equations, or non-lincar diffusion equations arise in

some phenomena in physics, chemistry, or engineering problems, Nagumao cquation
II,’;H“4M(H-‘LI)“ u) -lga<l (1)

is obtained in modeling a nerve axon as an active pulse transmission line. This
equation is also arises in other biological phenomena and circuit theory.

Whether the solution of an equation is single or multiple valued as a function of its
independent variables is among the simpler propertics.

Painlevé analysis is also powerful tool for the construction explicit solutions, Lie-
Bicklund transformations, Lax pairs and recursion operators. It also plays an
important role in the study of the chaotic behaviour of nonlinear differential

equations.
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(2) Painlevé Test for Partial Differential Equations (PDE)
. A partial differential equation [1] has the painlevé, when the solutions of the

PDE. are single valued about the movable singularity manifolds
With reference 1o the above, we say that [} @ partial differentiul equation ligy
the painlevé property when the solutions of the PDE are single valued about the
movable, singulariry manifolds. For partial differential cquations we require that the
solution be a single-valued functional of the data, i.e. arbitrary functions. This is g

. formal property and not a restriction on the data itself.

To verify if a PDE has the Painlevé property we introduce a method for

expanding a solution of a nonlinear PDE about a movable, singular manifold
¢lxr)=0 m

Let # = u(x,1) be a solution of the PDE and assume that

=g iul ¢’ an

b

where ¢ and u are analytic functions in a ncighborhood of the manifold ).
Substitution of (I} into the PDE determines the possible values of & and defines the
recursion relations for 1, . 7=012.... When a isan integer and (I1) is a valid and
general expansion about the manifold (1), then the solution has a single valued
representation about (I). If this representation is valid for all allowed movable
singularity manifolds then the PDE has the Painlevé propeny. For a specific PDE it is
necessary to identify all possible values for a and then find what the form of the
resulting phi series [2].

To iliustrate the nature of the Painlevé property we are going to study the

Nagumo equation.

(3) The Painlevé Analysis for the Nagumo Equation

The Nagumo equation (1) has three constant solutions u=0,a,l Let

¢(x.l)= 0 be the solution singularity manifold of (1), and assume that:
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u=¢° iu‘ ¢’ . (2)

Substituting (2) into (1) we have a = 1 and

“/‘:.I 4 (j-z)"/—l ¢(’)= "]»'_‘.x\ + 2(.’ - :)"1 12 ¢; 4‘(-"— 2)"] i ¢x\

! 21

—Zul_, e, U, +(a+l)zul_.,_, u, -an, +(j-2)(j—l)ul é: 3)
]

k=0

where 1, = 0 forall j<O0.For j= 0 in (3) we have
n,=0 or u,= tﬁgﬁ(.\'). @

The solution u, =0 corresponds to the trivial solution #=0.Foru, = V2 4(x) we

have from (3)

(1—4)(.’+ l)"} ¢f = u} pRJ + (j~2)llj>l ¢(’)_"1 lxx —2(.1— 2)“1 lx ¢x

N
—(j—‘l)uj ) P —(a+])2urh, u, —
k=0

1 71
= D —u M M %)
k=)

ozkod
Clearly the resonance points j = ~1.4 correspond to free singularity manifold function

¢(x.r)and the arbitrary function u,. However for j=4, the equation (5)is not

consistent and hence (1) docs not pass the painlevé test for PDE 3}

Similarity Reductions for the Nagumo Equation
The notion of group invariance that we shall use here can be found in [4]. The

vector fields generating continuous symmetries of (1) are
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G =L (6)
cX

G, =L 0}
(&)

The symmetries generated by the vector fields (6) and (7) are responsible for

translation invariance in time and space coordinates [5].

The corresponding infinitesimal transformations of (1) is given by the relation

¢ =c
<=1 ®
n=0
X=cms & ©)
éx &t
Solving the characteristic equations
dy_di_du (10)
¢ 1 0
one obtains two invariants [6]
X =x-c¢t, u=constant ()
Hence all of the similarity solutions of the Nagumo equation is of the form
u=y(x-cr) (12)
and the similarity variable is
s=x-—cf. (13)
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Substitution ot (12) into the Nagumo equation (1) leads to v (=) satisfying

"=w’+cw'+y/(y/—a)(l—w):O —iga<l. (1)

'.’:)!"-"

Painlevé Property of the Similarity Equations for the Nagumo Equation
We perform a Painlevé test using the algorithm found by Ablowitz, Ramani
and Segur [7].
Assuming that the dominant behaviour of the solutions in a sufficiently small

neighborhood of a movable singularity =z, is algebraic, let us put
w=alz-2). =~ 1z, (1%

in (14). Then we find p=-1,a=% \6 Taking a = \E we find that resonances

occurat j=-1and j=4. Substituting
v=Ya(z-2)" (16)

in (14) we get the recursion relation

Oli)a, = R, (a.c.a,.a......a, ,), (17

For j=123 we find

a =L (18)

,- ~
a, = —+ a, - —=4a; (19)

a, = a,(a.c.a,.a,). (20)
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At the resonance (_)(4):0, then K, =0 is a necessary condition for the Nagumo

simidarity equation (14) 10 have Painleve propenty [8] This implies that a, =0 Bul

this is true only if

e, . 21
ERh @D

Hence not all similarity reductions of the Nagumo equation Passes the Painlevé test,
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