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National trends in the editorial article of Al-Watan newspaper, a
comparative analysis study according to the political stages that the
country went through during the period
From 1947 to 1951 AD
By
Mustafa Mohamed Miftah Fanoush
Supervisor
Dr. Alafi Idris Al-Rafadi
Abstract
Sensing the problem by informing the researcher of the entire
history of the Libyan press from its inception until the declaration
of Libya’s independence on December 24, 1951, he found that the
period of prosperity, youth and vitality of the Libyan press during
the British colonial period, for two reasons, the first of which is that
the press of this period had an effective role in terms of contributing
to the National issues, defending the rights of the people, and
entering the editorial and directing arts on the Libyan press for the
first time. The second is that this period occupies the most number
of newspapers and magazines in the least time in the three stages.
Where the first period of the Libyan press was during the Ottoman
era between 1866-1911 AD, during which newspapers and
magazines were issued, numbering (18) in a time period of (45)
years. The second period came during the Italian era between 1911-
1942, during which newspapers and magazines were published,
numbering (20) in a period of time (31). While the third period in
the history of the Libyan press came during the British colonial era

between 1943 -1951, when newspapers and magazines were



published, numbering (29) in the period between 1943 and 1951. A
period not to exceed (8) years. This encouraged the researcher
during this period to study the editorial in the weekly newspaper
(Al-Watan), in particular. It embodied its direction and its position
on the various issues of society, especially that this newspaper was
issued in that period that was full of national, political, cultural and
social events. Next, what are the national trends in Al-Watan
newspaper? The research problem has determined its position and
trends towards the homeland's issues. The researcher dealt with
previous studies, including “The article in Libya, its origins and
development during the second Ottoman era, on identifying the
article in Libya, its origin and development during the second
Ottoman era 1866-1911 - by Dr. It was published in 1866 AD in the
city of Tripoli, the first newspaper in Libya to be published in the
Arabic language and bearing the name Tripoli Al-Gharb. The
article in Libya - and finally the artistic value of the article. The
second study, entitled ""The Media Function of Article Art" by
Professor Muhammad Ali Al-Asfar, University of Tripoli. The study
aimed to find the relationship between two branches of human
knowledge, namely, media and literature. It is one of the leading
research studies in our country in the field of the article, especially
from the perspective of a media researcher The third study came
under the title “The contents of the opening article of the electronic
newspaper of Al-Nabaa of the terrorist Daesh. The content of
religion to strengthen the organization 'The fourth study was
entitled ""Studying the trends of coverage needed in the Emirati
newspapers.' The researcher used the content analysis form in this
study as a tool capable of reaching scientific and research results
and expectations, and it is frequently used to understand the nature



of media messages. It was presented to a group of faculty members.
The researcher identified the research problem that he is studying,
and as it is known in media research in general and journalism
research in particular, it is often difficult for the researcher to study
the society as a whole because of its enormity. 1947 to 10/7/1951,
when (270) issues were issued from its issuance until its closing.
There were similarities and differences between this study and
previous studies. This study was similar to previous studies in the
method used, which is a descriptive approach. This study was
similar to previous studies in the study of the article. This study
differed with previous studies in the title of the study. This study
differed from previous studies in terms of the time and place in
which it was held. The researcher’s recommendations came to the
need to pay attention to developing the art of the editorial article in
the Libyan press because of its effective and positive role and the
need to focus and pay attention to all types of journalistic article, as
the editorial article during the study period was able to successfully
achieve all media, news, educational and indicative functions, and
the editorial article played an important role in exposing the
English projects In Cyrenaica, through the awareness of journalists
and writers and their in-depth reading of the events that they seek
to consolidate among readers. The editorial took an active part in
spreading political awareness and discussing many internal and
external political issues. The Libyan press was affected by the
international media during that period, as there was no other media
outlet other than the press in Cyrenaica, which caused
diversification in publishing articles of interest to national issues
and various topics, whether local, Arab or international. The
editorial article during the study period was characterized by



focusing on articles that provide an explanation, interpretation and
analysis of the news, while not neglecting the other goals of interest
to readers. The editorial articles during the study period showed the
extent of the journalistic development that the press was in at the
time at the beginning of the forties, as it was by comparison an
activity of great impact in terms of interest in the art of political
article and literary article. The editorial articles dealt with the
period of the study with criticism and severe animosity between
patriots and loyalists to the occupiers, and between advocates of
partition, and between supporters of unity between the two parts of
the country. The editorial articles in the newspaper (Al-Watan)
during the British colonial period of study are historical evidence
for being the only media tool that documented the historical
developments in this country at all levels, whether political,
economic, cultural or social. During the study period, a group of
journalists who possessed a culture A broad and patriotic sense
made them use the press as a platform to reform society on the one
hand, and to confront the occupier and expose its conspiracy before
Libyan public opinion, as well as in front of Arab and international
forums. During the study period, the Libyan press suffered from the
oppression of the occupiers, and it was confronting them on the one
hand and striving to keep pace with development and change on the
other hand, which made it clash with the colonists, as it received
censorship scissors, which supported the arrest of the newspaper
(Al-Watan) more than once for publication, a fine and then
suspension Permanently and imprisoned Libyan journalists. The
literary and scientific opening articles led to the emergence of
national character traits and the consolidation of a sense of

patriotism among the Libyans.
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