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ABSTRACT
Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X and F be a subset
of A. Let A be F- extension of A.Then A is a root extension of

A . In this paper, we give a study of properties of root extensions.

-1. Introduction

In this section, we shall give some standard definitions and results
we shall need later in this paper.
Definition 1.1 [2]. Let S be a non-empty set, and let f be a bounded ,

complex-valued function on S. For each non-empty set E contained in S,

the uniform norm of f on E, denoted by I f /E , is defined by

lf‘E=sup{If(x)I:x€ E}.
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Definition 1.2. [1]. The coordinate functional Z on the complex field €

is defined by
ZA)=A (AeC).

Definition 1.3. [4]. Let (X ,d ) be a metric space. Let ae X . The closed

disc —A_(a,r) with centre a and radius r, is defined by
Aa,r)= {x€X :d(x,a) <r}.
Lemma 1.1 [4]. A function f from a topological space (X, T) into a

topological space (Y, T') is continuous if and only if  f - ({o})) is
openin X for everyopenset O in Y .

Definition 1.4 [4]. A topological space (X ,T) is called a metrizable
space if there exists a metric d on X which defines the topology T on
X. '

Lemma 1.2 [4]. A closed subset of a metrizable space is metrizable.
Lemma 1.3 [4]. A countable product of metrizable spaces is metrizable.
Lemma 1.4 [4]. A closed subset of a compact space is compact.

Theorem 1.5 [4]. ( Tychonoff ). The product of a collection of compact
spaces is compact.

Definition 1.5 [3]. A normed algebra is an algebra A which is a normed

linear space A and

llabll<tlallllbll (abe A).

Definition 1.6. [3]. A complete normed algebra A is called a Banach

algebra.
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Definition 1.7 [3]. Let A be a Banach algebra. The non-zero element e
in A is called an identity element ( or unit) if

ca=ae=a (acA).

If a Banach algebra A has an identity element e, then the identity
element is unique.

A Banach algebra A is called commutative if
ab=ba=e (abecA).

In this paper, we assume the identity element e = 1.
Definition 1.8. [3]. Let A be a Banach algebra with unit. The element «

in A is called an invertible if there exists an element » in A such that
ab =ba=1.

Lemma 1.6. [3]. Let A be a Banach algebra with unit. Let a be an
invertible elementin A . Then a® is invertible in A .

Throughout this paper, a compact space X is a compact Hausdorff
topological space.
Notation. Let X be a compact space. We shall denote by C(X ) the
Banach algebra of all continuous functions from X into € .
Definition 1.9. [2]. Let F be a subset of C(X ). Then F said to be
separates the points of X if for each x,ye X with x# y, there exists
feF suchthat f(x)=f(y).
Definition 1.10.[2]. A uniform algebra A on a compact space X is a
closed subalgebra of C (X ) which contains the constant functions, and
which separates the points of X .

Remark. Note that every uniform algebra is a commutative Banach
algebra with unit.
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2. Root Extensions

Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let F be a subset
of A. We denote by C" the collection of all functions from F into € .

We give C the usual product topology.

Lemma 2.1 . Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let F
v
be a subset of A. Then C is a metrizable space.

Proof . Since C' = I C,soby Lemma 1. 3, C" is metrizable.
feF

Let z be a coordinate functional . Let x € X . We set

"X:{(x,z)ech”: 2 £) = f(x) ( feF)}.

We state and prove the next results concerning the space X .

Lemma 2.2 . Let X be a compact space. Then
!
XC XX ZECF:lz(f)IS‘f\ ( ferF)
X

Proof . Let (x,2)€X . Then z( f) = f(x).

So z(f)?zz f(x)]. Thus
Z(f) =4 f(x)
< Ik

This completes the proof.
Lemma 2.3. Let X be a compact space. Then X s closed.
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Proof . We define a function g :X xC" - C by
S

g (x)=2(f) = f(x) (feF.(x2eXxC").

Then g is awell-defined and continuous function. We have
I

Xz{(m)eXxCF:z( = f(x) (fGF)}

=ﬂ{(x,z)€ xxcC’ :z(f)2=f(x)}

feF

= g',‘ qo}).

feF

-~

Since g iscontinuous, so X is closed.
f

Lemma 2.4. Let X be a compact space. Then X isa compact space.

Proof. We shall need to prove that
{zea™:|z(r)|<|f |X (feF))

is compact. We have

}

{zee:jenlsis] (rem} =[] {wee:|w <] 7|

1
2
feF X

1
),
X

=11 4 (o,

fer

where H A—(O, | s [ ) is the closed disc with center at 0 and
feF X

1

radius | f |2
X
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Since A (0,

f }2 ) is compact, so by Tychonoff’s Theorem 1.5
X

IT 2 (o,

feF

f 12 ) is also compact. Again, by Tychonoff’s Theorem
X

xx{zea |z (r)[s[s] (fep).

is a compact space. Since X is a closed subset of

Xx{ze(l’::\z(f)lﬁ‘f‘; (feF)}

~

soby Lemma 1.4, X is a compact space.

~

Lemma 2.5. Let X be a metrizable space. Then X is a metrizable
space.

Proof. Let X be a metrizable space. Then X xXC' is metrizable
(Lemma 1.3 ) . Since X c X xC' and X isclosed ( Lemma 2.3 ),
S0 X is metrizable .

Let A be a uniform algebra on a comi:)act space X .Let F be a subset
of A. Foreach fe F we set
p (x,0)=z(f) ((xx)eX)
Thus each pf is an element of C()? ). Then |
(p,(x,2)* =f(x) ((x2)eX)

We define I1: X - X by
M(x,z) =x ((x2)eX).
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Clearly II is a continuous mapping. We define m: C(X)— C(X) by.
(f)=fel (feC(X)).

Lemma 2.6. H*(l)zl.
Proof. There is 1e C(X ) with 1(x)=1 for all x . Also, there is

leC(X) with 1(x )=1 forall xeX .Then

(LoTI)(x)=1(TI(x))
=1.

Thus loTl=1.Hence IT (1)=1,

Definition 2.1. Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let
F be a subset of A. The root extension of A, denoted by A, is the
smallest closed subalgebra of C( X) containing H*(A) and the
function pf (f € F). Thealgebra A is called the F -extension of A.

We state and prove some results concerning A.

Theorem 2.7. Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Then

A isa uniform algebra on a compact space X .

Proof. Since H*(1)=1 ( lemma 2.6), so A contains the constants
functions. We shall show that A separates the points of X.

Let X, ( 1=1,2) be distinct elements of X such that x, = (x,,z,).
We shall find a function g € A with g(x))# g(le).

Firstly, suppose that x, =x,. Then there exists f € A with

f(x))#f(x,).Set
g=T(f) (feh)
129



g(x)) = (feIl)(x)
= f (I(£))
= f(x)
# f(x,)
= g(x,)

Secondly, suppose that the coordinate functionals Z,, Z,e C F with

Z,#Z,. Then there exists f € F with Zl( )+ Zz( f).Take g = pf

This completes the proof.

Lemma 2.8. Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let A

be the F -extension of A . Let f,g €A.Then
*
M(fg)=I(f)IM(g).
Proof. Let x € X . Then

(M'(fe)(x)=((fg)el)(x)
= (fg)(I(x))
= f(I(x))g (TI(x))

= (M £)(x)(Mg)(x).

This completes the proof.
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Lemma 2.9. Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let A

be the F -extension of A . Let f €A.If f is invertible, then

H*( f ) is invertible.
Proof. Suppose f is an invertible element in A Then there exists

g €A suchthat f g =1. We have
M(f)M(g)=T"(fg)

m(l)

= 1.
Hence H*( f ) isinvertible.

Lemma 2.10. Let A be a uniform algebra on a compact space X . Let A

be the F -extension of A .Let f €A.If f is invertible, then p,

Is invertible.
*

Proof. Let f € A be an invertible element. Then IT ( f ) is invertible

(Lemma2.9) Since I ( f )= p; ,s0 by Lemma 1.6 . p_ is

invertible.
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of the dominance of the prescriptive approaches over translation teaching.
Translation teaching should no longer be seen as a set of rules and
instructions prescribed by translation teachers to the students as to what
strategies will lead to a (in)correct translation. Understanding the
importance of decision-making in translation, the translation teachers
should try to teach their students the actual translation methods based of
the type of text being translated and explain the perlocutionary
consequences resulted from adoption of such methods for the students.
They should allow the students to select voluntarily between different
available options. Translation teachers should make it clear for their
students that every translation has its own aim and that they could freely
choose the methods that best serve the intended aim of translation. In other
words, “translation is a combination of theory and practice; it is neither a
practical nor theoretical exercise, but rather a combination of both,

despite the fact that each has some useful insights” (El-Shiyab 1996:166).

Finally, the basic teaching approach must be text-typological based which
go hand-in-hand with Giilich and Raible's idea that different text-types
place different demands on the translator (in Hatim and Mason 1997:181).
As to the trainees' competence, I concur with Mackenzie (1998:15) in that
they need not be linguistic geniuses to be translators. The real need is for
teachers to identify and make their students recognise where their skills are
lacking, when support is needed and what measures are to be taken. This
can be achieved by being able to demystify text-type forms through the
application of a broad view of text typological model that incorporates

insights from other models of translation.
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The abstractedness and particularity of translation theory for a teaching
situation can also be traced back to the fact that it is not empirically driven.
That is, it does not stem from the needs and requirements of the relevant
teaching situation. An insightful alternative for this situation is that
advocated in this paper, where a pedagogical working hypothesis should
consist of the interplay of translation theory and feedback from translation
product.- A continuous assessment of students' performance is therefore
necessary to implement and reshape the translation teaching to suit and

incorporate students' needs and the course objectives.

But there are other cases where a problem arises with the monolingual
dictionary itself or when the bilingual dictionary does not provide an
equivalent which is in harmony with the TT. Students must be encouraged
in this context to perform an analysis of the text to eliminate the confusion
and extract the required meaning of the word from its co-text and/or
retrieve a relative context equivalent available from their knowledge of the
TL. By the end of the first stage, students must have the required linguistic
and bilingual competence for a translation, and the teacher should have the |
necessary feedback from his/her students to be able to take them to the

next stage of translation skills.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion we have seen that translation teachers usually choose a model
of translation and judge their students' performance accordingly. The process
of analysis is not however as simple, since models of translation differ in
focus and therefore in assessment. It is high time for the winds of change to
blow considering é revision in translation teaching methods after many years

16
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The second limitation of the course design is that it takes translation theory
for a translation teaching method. The inappropriateness of this view for
the translation follows from the fact that translation theory does not always
coincide with the specific course objectives, the actual students'
competence and the cross-linguistic and cultural framework of the two
languages involved in the translation course. Translation theory, as Konigs
(in Kiraly 1995:6) points out, predicts problems which usually end up
dominating the teaching approach, at the expense of other potentially

significant characteristics of the learning and translating situation.

A more satisfactory approach should combine theory of translation with
selected instructional situations based on empirical studies such as error
analysis and contrastive linguistics. Relying on translation theory per se
can also be too abstract or too specific in actual translation practice. For
instance, Delisle (1980:57) observes with regard to English-French
translation that translation theories do not make the task of teaching
translation any easier because of their excessive abstractedness and their
broadness in respect of particular genres of text. In other words,

knowledge of theory can never be provided to
students as an end per se, but as a starting point for the
adoption of the methods required to ensure continuous
learning. Ideally, theory should give university
translator trainees an enthusiasm for learning,
practicing and thinking about translation in a specific
as well as in an interdisciplinary manner (Bartrina
2005:177).
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be text-typological. The identification of the typology of text provides a

ready-textual frame for the TT and reduces the task of the translator to a

process of information-filling as illustrated in the following figure.

Text-Type
= = =
transfer

(Figure Five: text-type transfer)

7. Translation Courses

Most translation courses have two main drawbacks: first, it makes a clear-
cut distinction between the theory of translation (translation models) and
translation practice. In the class, students compare their translations with
that of the teacher as if this were the correct version without any
retrospective feedback from translation theory. This is owing to the
absence of a solid discipline of what Holmes (1988) calls “applied
translation studies” which implement findings that can be of value in the
pedagogical area of the teaching of translation and the training of
translators. This defect may result in two negative pedagogical
implications. First, students may think of translation theory as a kind of
philosophical debate which has no direct impact on actual translation. They
may also assume that for each text there is one and only one correct
translation, that of the teacher, which runs contrary to the non-binary

nature of translation. (cf. Pym 1992).
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Thus, every particular teaching situation would have its drawbacks and
advantages and the task of the teacher is to retain those advantageous aspects.
However, this eclectic view of translation theory may also add to the
confusion of students about the appropriate model of translation.
Accordingly, an error-analysis process 1s needed as feedback to track the
students' areas of confusion and difficulty, redirect them, and then provide

remedial teaching or re-assessment of the existing teaching models or

pedagogy.

The likely logical explanation for the persistence of the problem can be
related to the methodology of teaching. It seems, therefore, justified to
recognise the failure of the teaching model to implement a functional-
oriented method. The functionality of the method must not focus on each
language separately. It should emphasise, in addition to the use of the
language within its natural context, those functional aspects that are most
relevant to translation between the two languages. In other words, the
method should be based on a functional comparative approach in order to
consolidate both the monolingual and bilingual skills of trainees.

Students are introduced to the main translation models without any serious
critical involvement in them or encouragement to relate the theory to their
translation practice. In each class, students are given a text-type and asked
to translate without any theoretical account of the notion of text-typology.
The confusion could be prevented if students were shown how each text-
type requires a certain rhetorical structure of text. Nevertheless, the most
common errors among trainee translators are those related to the nature and

type of text despite the fact that the apparent focus of the course seems to

13
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necessarily involves trial and error (cf. Thomas 1991). It is generally held that
in a learning/training process, learners who play a reactive role by responding
to the teacher's stimulus are often left with "lintle control over the content,
pace, or style of learning. They are not encouraged to initiate interaction
because this may lead to mistakes" (Richards 1986:56). The teacher's role
then becomes central and dominating. He "models the target language,
controls the direction and pace of learning, monitors and corrects the learners'
performance” (ibid). As a result, learners/trainees avoid going into areas
which they are not sure they can master and teachers consequently do not

construct a complete picture of their students' progress.

6. Translation Teaching Situation

Thus, the linguistic paradigm of translation teaching can be called into
question. Our claim considers translation as a process in which trainees play
an active role, therefore, runs contrary to that of Healy (1978: 55) who claims
that "translators are, willy nilly, to a large extent made". We can also add
that translation training is a process that involves the creation of a meaning
and response in the TL, but equally undergoes the influence of the translator
in a communicative transaction. Neubert and Shreve (1992:32).point out that

Many controversies in translation studies might be
quelled by a better understanding of how different
perspectives on translation relate to one another. Each
model represents a particular point of view, but there are
also significant interdependencies. Eventually, without
yielding their specific perspectives, each of these models
could contribute to a more ambitious and more adequate
integrated theory of translation

12



Stimulus
(Teacher's instruction + ST)

Response
(Trainee's reaction + TT)

=+ Reinforcement - Reinforcement

(Figure Four: process of translation)

Let us consider again the reinforcement procedure, as it is a complex but
essential one. If the TT is an adequate reflection of the ST, it means that the
trainee has succeeded in following or adhering to the teacher's instruction. As
a result, there will be a positive reinforcement to the trainee's production (TT)
and obviously to her/his method of translation. However, what will happen if
the trainee's reaction does not conform to the teacher's instruction? How can
we judge a translation to be right or wrong if we consider the fact that a ST

may have different but adequate translations?

Obviously, the behaviourist claims that translation is habit reinforcement
where errors should be eradicated by all means. They would fail to account
for the creativity of trainees who can find effective ways of translation other

than the teacher's. This is because translation training is a process that
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We may conclude that the translator is first of all a text-analyst who should
determine a type and a format; the "profile" - using House's (1977) term - of
the text s/he is dealing with. The translator will then need to consciously
manipulate and combine the features of the profile that are essential to make
the translated text an instance of the text type in the TL and culture. However,
Munday (2008:75) claims that “the translation method employed depends on
Jar more than just text type. The translator’s own role and purpose, as well as
sociocultural pressures, also affect the kind of translation strategy that is

adopted”.

5 Translation and Behaviourism

Teaching methodology in translation and foreign language teaching alike
revolves around the same dichotomy of "competence” and "performance"”; in
other words, teaching the linguistic aspects of the language over (or without)
the functional aspects or vice versa. In fact, these approaches constitute ‘a
continuum rather than distinct clear-cut typologies. Translation is a complex
process and all approaches can make useful contributions and in many

different ways to an integrated perspective.

As far as translation and behaviourism are concerned, both the ST and the
teacher's instruction of how to translate represent the stimulus component of
the process. The response represents the trainees' reaction to the ST and the
“ teacher’s instruction. Finally, reinforcement is a vital element in the training
process because it increases the likelihood that the behaviour will(not) occur
again, by positively reinforcing trainees' successful translation and negatively
reinforcing their inadequate translation. The whole process can be

represented in the following figure.
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Proponents of the functional typological model (e.g. Newmark 1981, 1988)

divide texts according to Buhler's (1965) three main functions of language:
the expressive, the informative and the vocative. The expressive type consists
of the feelings of the author (producer) regardless of any response. The
second type is concerned with the topic such as reported ideas or theories.
The third type is concerned with the readership or the addressee. One
advantage of this typology is that it makes it possible to list each text-type
under a function. However, the functional typology overlooks how these

functions are rhetorically represented in the text.

Finally, rhetorical typologists (e.g. Halliday and Hasan 1976, Hatim and
Mason 1990) prefer to divide texts according to the rhetorical purposes that '
characterise every text. Within this model, three major text-types - with other
branching subtypes - can be listed. First, an expository text is used to analyse
concepts with the aim of informing or narrating. Second, argumentative text
is used to evaluate objects, events or concepts with the aim of influencing
future behaviour. Third, an instructive text is used to direct the receiver

towards a certain course of action.

It is worth mentioning that the three typological notions (formal, functional
and rhetorical) may not exclude each other. They overlap in some instances,
for example, both the functional category "vocative" and the rhetorical
"instructive" tend to aim at the readership. The notions may also complement
each other, for example, the formal categories may serve as a form%it for
either the functional or rhetorical typology. Texts can be categorised as: (a)

expressive, literary or (b) expository, scientific.
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Macro-level, however, refer to the extra-linguistic meaning of the surface
components and the communicative functions they perform. We can
distinguish, within this contextual aspect of text, two sub-types of levels:
one relating to situational adequacy which involves the three Hallidayan
discourse parameters (field, tenor and mode) of the ST in the TT. The
second involves the type of text being translated which results in the wrong

choice of the appropriate translation model.

One of the characteristics of text is its resemblance to or difference from
other texts. But we may wonder, as did Bell (1991:202) "how is it given that
each text is unique, that some texts are treated as the same?" The key
concept for answering such a question, he suggests: "...is that of a type-token
relationship; each individual text is a token - a realisation - of some ideal
type which underlies it" (ibid.)

In this respect, many attempts have been made to set up a typology of texts
for translation. We can distinguish mainly between formal, functional and
thetorical typologies. The formal typology draws heavily on the study of
register. It associates text-typology with the prevailing register distinction
between text-types like institutional, technical, literary (c.f. Nuebert and
Shreeve 1992:203). There are however various obstacles to the application of
the formal typological model to translation. The number of types is not
definite, and there is a vagueness about the meaning of concepts such as

mon

"literary" "technical” or "scientific". Traits that can be said to belong to one of
the types can be found in another. Thus, content cannot act as an adequate

discriminator between texts as a basis for formal typological categorisation.
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transaction. This is why we associated the translation process with the
translator in figure three above since it takes place in the translator's mind.
Having accepted that translation is both a process and a product, teachers are
confronted with the problem of how to represent these two aspects in the
teaching of translation. They can make use of the different existing
methodological approaches to translation teaching. Kussmaul (1995:6) argues
that the value of these approaches lies essentially in their pedagogical
function. He claims,

...they [different approaches to translation] can help us to

put our students on the right path, as it were, and if they

have lost their way these approaches can help them to get

a clearer view of their destination again.

4. Text-Types

Based on Thomas’s (c.f. section 2) eclectic approach which claims that
choosing the appropriate method depends on the type of text being translated,
some text types are going to be discussed. In translation, we can distinguish
between two major levels: micro and macro, the two of which constitute
the standards of textuality of text. Micro-level refer to the organisation of
the textual elements in the text, i.e. the way the surface components of text
(phonology, morphology and syntax) relate together. In other words,
micro-level are mainly categorized into three types: syntactical, semantic,
and stylistic. The idea is an amalgamation of Widdowson's (1979)

categorisation of equivalence.
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(D). translating: the process (to translate; the activity rather than the tangible

object);
(2). a translation: the product of the process of translating (i.e. the translated text);

(3). translation: the abstract concept which encompasses both the process of

translating and the product of that process.

granslation Procegg

Original .
AmK } erShlp
Translation

/ (Translator's mind) \

SL Socio-Semiotic TL Socio-Semiotic
Context Context

Translation
Product

(Figure Three: translation network)

Translation is therefore both a process and a product: a process which
involves the negotiation of meaning in the translator's mind and ends up with

a product which is the actual translated text that will enter another meaning
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3 Is Translation a Process or a Product ?

Any translation practice presupposes, therefore, an existing theoretical
framework but to determine how translation theory operates or rather should
operate remains a controversial issue among scholars of translation. In crude
terms, the debate revolves around the process versus product dichotomy, a
view that is expressed by Hartmann (1981:52) as follows:

one of the perennial difficulties in translation theory is
that we do not have direct access to the act or process of
translating, so we have to rely on indirect evidence in
the form of the product or result of that process.

Yet, reducing translation to process-to-product comparison between the
source text (ST) and the target text (TT) is bound to impair our understanding
of the nature of translating as a communicative process (Hatim and Mason
1990). While Hartmann (1980) emphasized the product-approach to
translation, Hatim and Mason (1990) adopted the other extreme which views
translation as a process. It can be said that each claim complements the other.
The translation process cannot have any validity without evidence from the
product as a means of tracing the translation procedures. Likewise, a good
product cannot be achieved without a solid framework of ST and TT
procedures, i.e. the regularities of the translation process, in particular genres,
cultures, and historical periods. This comprehensive view of translation is
also suggested by Bell (1991:13) who claims that "a theory of translation, to
be comprehensive and useful, must attempt to describe and explain both the
process and the product." He also suggests that translation consists of three

interrelated meanings:
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a theory according to the resulting situation. This linear formula can be

represented as follows:

PI Q) TS Cmpy EE o P2

(Figure One: the linear process of translation)
In this respect, an error analysis of students' performance would provide a
crucial feedback to the teachf;r, helping to identify P1 as a first step towards
determination of the translation teaching model. However, the feedback from
students' errors only exhibits inadequacies of the model being taught. In other
words, we can identify P1 only in respect of a theory; the concept "problem”
itself suggests a priori theoretical feedback. The students' errors are often
measured in terms of what has been taught or what objectives are aimed at.
We cannot assess students' error without referring to theoretical framework
that is adopted or will be implemented as a teaching model. Thus, the
construction of a theoretical framework P2 should precede and conclude the
formula above. P1 remains the teaching variable which keeps changing
according to different training situations thereby generating different
theoretical perspectives. Therefore, we would imagine that the process is

circular rather than linear as suggested above by Thomas

TS
Pl

P2 EE

(Figure Two: the cyclical process of translation)
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This can be traced back, as Thomas (1992:117-119) points out, to the way
which scholars presented their models of translation. The translation theorist
develops a model and argues that it is better than the others. Therefore, the
issue remains an area of an open—ehded discussion with no explicit
consensual theory. Thomas proposes an eclectic approach whereby
translation theory is determined according to the type of text being translated.
He suggests that the identification of a translation problem should precede the
choice of the appropriate theory. For example, the decision to translate the
following line from one of Shakespeare's sonnets: |

(1) Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
either in terms of dynamic equivalence as in Sentence la or of formal
equivalence as in Sentence (1b) should be dependent on the readership. If the
reader is familiar with the foreign language culture, the former method
(dynamic) is preferred:

(1a) Srny psw <l Jaa I da

hal li: muga:ranatuki biyawmin rabi:Si:

(Shall I compare thee to a spring's day?)

(Ib) Sigirm pgn it e J s

hal li: muqga:ranatuki biwaymin syfi:

(Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?)
Thus, before making a decision about the choice of a suitable translation
method, we should follow the procedures Thomas (1992) borrowed from the
philosopher of science Popper (1959). In this view, an initial teaching
problem (P1) is identified, then a trial solution (TS) is introduced, followed
by an error elimination process (EE) and resulting finally in a solution which

may contain new though different problems (P2). In other words, to construct

3
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...do we really put enough emphasis on the right areas?
Or could it be that we stress problems which are not
problems for our students after all, and that we actually
disregard areas where they encounter difficulties? And
has it ever crossed our minds that our students might
perhaps have found ways of dealing with problems which
we may never have.thought of and which, if they are
successful, may serve as models for our teaching?
The analysis and assessment of student's performance becomes a useful tool

to check the (in)validity of such doubts. Yet, assessment is not merely a tool
for judging wrong performance of students. One of its other goals should be

to appraise the effectiveness of the total teaching programme.

2. Teaching Translation: The Conflict between Theory and
Practice |

Translation theory offers more than one model. Different models have been
proposed and subjected to heated debate amongst theoreticians. To this effect,
students are often confused as to what translation theory is and what the best
model is that can consolidate their translation skills. As a result, the teaching
of translation has been impeded. In this respect, Snell-Hornby (1983:105)
points out that

students express frustration at being burdened with
theoretical consideration (both of translation theory and
general linguistics) which they feel have nothing to do
with the activity of translating, scholars talk scathingly of
translators who are unwilling to investigate the
theoretical basis of their work, thus reducing it to a "mere
practical skill".
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Abstract

This article attempts to discuss the translation teaching models and to what
extent these available models are useful and effective in the teaching of
translation. However, translation theory offers more than one model.
Different models have been proposed and subjected to heated debate amongst
theoreticians. To this effect, students are often confused as to what translation
theory is and what is the best model that can consolidate their translation
skills? As a result, the teaching of translation has been seriously impeded by
what Snell-Homby (1983:105) described as "the great gulf between
translation theory and practice". This can be traced back, as Thomas (1992)
noted, to the way models of translation are presented by their creators. The
translation theorist develops a model and argues that it is better than the
others. Therefore, the issue remains an area of an open-ended discussion with
no explicit consensual theory. An eclectic approach has been suggested
whereby the suitable theory of translation (solution) is determined according
to the situation of the text, i.e. the choice of a translation problem should
precede the development of the theory.

1 Introduction

In anticipation of potential areas of difficulty, cross-linguistic and cross-
cultural variation, which may be encountered by translation-students, teachers
can devise a teaching programme for their students. This, however, does not
remove the teachers' doubts and uncertainties about the course of the
teaching/learning process which Kussmaul (1995:5) conflates in a cluster of

questions:



