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LIBYAN ROLE IN PREHISTORY
Y
CBM. MelURNLY
;
! The carliest traces of Mun so far discovered in Libya, as far as T an aware, are those
i discovered at Bir Dufar in Bastern Tripolitanis during the 193946 War and published?

some twenty years ago (Figs. 1 and 2). They come from a high terrace of the Wadi Moer-
duma. Although not dircctly datable ur this site they are nonelbeless of very greal anti-
quity o judge from their astonishing state of patination which has reduced them in some
Gases almost 10 the poing of destruction, They belong 1o 4 very primitive toal-type known as
Pebbie-Tools consisting of & pebble worked to 2 sharp jugged edge st one end, but Jeft
with & natural rounded hand-geip « the other. Sueh objrels are now krown w huve been
made and wed in great numbes by the eardicst human beings in Enst Africa from about
1 § millien to § u million yems ago, These dates which are bused on isatopic and
maguetic reaelings fsve also been confirmed by the French workers P, Biberson in Mor-
gece, and C. Armmbourg in Algeria in geologically and palzcontwlogicaliy datable
i depesits of clearly the same arder of antiquity.?
i This earliest type of ol was replaced about § & mililon years ago by a somewhat
‘ mare advanced wol-form knows as tie Hand-uxe: speciment of three were wa obiaiued
by me w Bir Dufan dnoa slightly fow weathered stre and also 1t Tocra in Cyrenaica
(Figs. 3 and 4).
A third change or advance i the form of Uir twols of our earliest ancesiors is repre-
L® serited by the emergente of & nese aid Improved way of wurking fint vonls by the so-called
3 Levallols or Prepared-Core techuique. Witkin the list two years we have been alile o
assign 2 date to this event also, by ieans of the newly devisd 1 eanivtn] Thoctum meithad.
As far s Northern Alvica s concerned thiv development seers 1o have started during @
peciod when the sea-tevel stood ateme 1 metres ahoo o the prewnt toughout the world;

p——

5 L Rel5.
2, Refu 1, 8, 4, 1.
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an event which can be dated to around 125,000 years ago. The two carlior stapes were
representad salely in Lripolitania, but this thivd stage s abo clearly recorded v Gyrennden
where the work of my eolleague Dr. ROW. Hey has now provided & firm geological frame-
work from this epoch enwards. The first well characterised finds of Levalloistan here are
included in a fossil beach showing that the tea stwod at the time some & metrex above
its present level, This worldewide cvent has been dated by Urnnium{Thoriom o the
intervad 63,000-85,000 venrs before the present. Here we are on still fitner ground as
regards the dating, The remirkable revwearches of the Swedish Deep Sen Expediton' o
examing the sta-bed between the north Cvrenaican shors and Crete have now supplicd
ws not merely with o detsiled account of climatic and biolagical changes, but also absolute
dates based on two other solopic methods « the Proactuinm/Thocdum and the Carbon
14/Carbon 12 or “Radiocarbon™ ratios {(Fig 7).%

The Iatter method has oow been applicd on & large seale w0 terrestrial deposit in
the Gebel el Akhdar, most notably to these contained in the Great Cave of Haua Freah
near Maucss Bousa, pbout to be deseriled.® But our good fortune does not step here for a
yet further chemical method based on oxygen isotopes enables a divect correlation to be
maude betwees the layers Uiy the cave and on the sea floor, w that we can make simultzncous
use of both C14 and PalTh methods to grovide what s almost eoptainly the longest
cantinuously dated sequence of archieological deposits knows in 2 site ol this kind (Fig. 7).
OF conrse a cave as such provides & [ar more detalled aceount than the seattered remudng
we have for mest open sites. In a cave one often finds setual hearths round whivh aneient
hunters camped, together with traces of the food they ate and much detatled information
of how they made and wsed their flint and bone wals, in additdon W the setuad wools
theatselyes,

The Hauva Fteal is then a remarkable site rom many different points of view. Qne &
af the largest prelustoric cave-sites knows und certainly the largest in the Mediterranean
bagin, it offers a semi-circulnr hablable avea no Jess than 80 metres diameter (Fig. 3,
Plaze T}, It ix set back a few hundred metres from ihie presont sea shore, but high enough
to escape the effects of all but the most ancient high-sea-levels. Owing to its great size the
deposits are retrarkably regular and hovizontal thereby facilitating accarate excavation
and interpretation (Figs. 6-7). The deposits of each age can be ceary recognised, and
aie can peint precisely to the level at which for imstance the Greeks fist entered Ui cave,
or their predecessors the Ancient Libyans of Pharaonic or Neolithic epoch, ar the siil
earlier bearers of each successive Palaeolithic culture distinguished by their characterstic

*and distincive tools, weapons or form of habitation, So far the deposits have been pane-

1. Ref 8

2. Ref 8,4, b
8 Rel b

2
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trated down to % depth of (3.5 metres, although their full depth is unknown, On the
basis of the dating evidence just referred 1o this ean be shown 1o represent & time-interval
of approsimately 80,000-90,000 years. Throughout this priod the cave was regularly
visited first by huntess, then shepherds, followed by Greeks {whe built a small shrine
whose foundations can stll be seen), while finally at the preseat day tie cave i sl used
by shepherds and their families as a shelter dusing winter,

Thuse wha are familiar with the sequence of glacial periads interspersed with warmer
interglacial periods in Europe, will expect that profound climatie changes affected the
southern Mediterranean and Libya also doring the immense perod represented at the
Haun Freah. Such evidence is indeed represented in a number of forms, Of these the most
striking is perhaps the changes in the dificrent aoimals whicl the early honters wed
for food during the ficst 80,000 years. Further evidence is supplicd by the isotypic
compotition of the marine shells founed scattered round most of the carly Labitadops,
and finally by a detailed study of the grology of the deposits (Fig. 7).

The upshot is 1o demonsirate a history of climatie change which can be divided into
five broad phases as follows:

Prasg A,

Begins in & hot dry period corresponding to the Last Interglacial or Econiun epoch
of Burape not feter than 80,000 and probably about 90,000 years agu (Fig. 8). At that time
tic fpor of the cave wat aearly 14 ws below whit It is today, The prople who lived then
were hunters living muinly off wild catte and gazelle. They wlso collected lnrge numbes
of edible snails and marine molluses from the nearby sea<shore. Their tocls were mainiy
of fiint ne far as they have sorvived; made with remarkable skill they were (ar in
advance of anything practised in Buwrope at the tme. Similar 100l have now bren
identifies in Syrin at the Cave of Jabrod, in the Lebanon {where they have proved to
be a litde eardier), iz Palestine, Jordan and mest recentdy i Egypt. Thas style of work
is termed “Fro-Aurignacian”. Among other devices in common e were limestane tablets
seared with cuttng bark or hide, and rerazikably bone tubes ike flutes with bored holes,
Al this equipment bas much in cormon with the much later Upper Palueolithic assem-
blages of Eurape® {Figs. 9-12, Plate 11,

Puasz B,

This secend phase which extended from very approximately 60,000 10 40,000 years ago
is msorizted with fragments of mandible which show that the praple wha practised this
type of flint work belonged must probably to & race dafferent from the preseai and allied

1. Rel 6, Chapter 1V,
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to the contemporary Neanderthaloid groups of Europe, Palestine, and the Lebanon, The

type of flint worlk, practised at this time in the Haua is known as Levalloiso-Mousterian, ik
i aud clearly allied to similar traces in the Sudan, Egypt and Western Asia. In its carliest *}f
o manifestations at the Haua, these industries show some unexpectedly advanced peculiar- B :
ities such as a high percentage of burins and end-scrapers. Such pictures are however el i
tombined with typical Middle Palacolithic primary flaking technique, The peculiarities "
disappear later and the whole assemblage takes on a very close approximation to the E
Middle Palacolithic of other areas of the South-Mediterranean. During one substage a ;‘.E;
typical North African feature is provided by the presence of the well known attachment &l

device for spears and other tools known as Aterian (Figs. 13-16).1

Puase C.

40,000-14,500. This stage is characterised by what I have named the Dabban culture, e
after the site of ed Dabba where I first identified it in 1947, This industry finds a close :
parallcl in the Emiran culture of the Lebanon, Jordan and Palestine, It is the first stage in L ;
Libya comparable in il respects to the Upper Palacolithic of Europe; indeed it is the
earlicst manifestation of this cultural epoch so far directly dated by G14 anywhere, Two 5

. scts of dates are available — a direct date from ed Dabba itself and an interpolated reading it
.between the underlying dated Mousterian levels and the overlying later Dabban levels prichiy
: from the Haua. Both yield the same figure of 40,000 B.P, Finally clear climatic evidence
phFb from the oxygen istopic readings shows that this event occurred in the warm “Episode
' o ide 3" of the marine succession of C. Emiliani*.2 The tools of this stage are mainly of flint,
p but show great mastery of technique and a wide variety of finished forms all quite com-
- parable io those of the Upper Palacolithic epoch of Europe, as already said® (Figs. 17-19),

Prase D, :

14,500-10,000. At the end of the Dabban culture-stage, a sudden and radical change ;
of culture betokens almost certainly the arrival of a new ethnic group. The affinities 3%
of the new industrial complex can be readily recognised and belongs to the so-called j
Oranian or “Ibéro-Maurusien” group of the French authors long recognised in the

feoe Maghrch.t There it has recently been shown that the Qranian (in Algeria) dates from
i e approximately 13,000 B.P, The cthnic type with which it is associated there s highly
isg® distinative and clearly non-African in origin. The most recent results from Egypt suggest :

e the possibility that it arose as a hybrid between intrusive Dabbans (perhaps stemming

Rel 6, Chapter V. ¥ Dated by Pa/Th 45,000-37,600 B.P,

i I
2. Rehk. 2,9, 10
3. Rel 6, Chapter VI,
4. Ref 6, Chapter VII,
' 4

e
J+
I
[

i
i
|
¢

33

| S—




4 jlaantl g Ay U b jatl dralad) Alaal) Mohmmad Bin Ali Assanosi University ¢iis
22021 / outbiad] aaad oy liasediy Fea , LM Ao
V S—— T T = s T —

C.HAL MEBURNEY

ultimately from Arabis, Jordan or Irag) and s indigenons African strain, stlll belaredly
practisiag a Middle Palacolithic indusiry. This last posibifivy was one [ way not able to
consider in my most recent book snce the carbon dates which lend it support rom Upper
Egypt were not yet available, 17 this reading i correct then the makers of the Libyan
version of the Oranian — the Easters Oranian as | have called it — would have sprung
in the main from an Egyptian branch of the luter Dabbans.

Puase E.

10,000-7,000 B.P. A lurther ethnic change tan be inferred from the radical change
thitt oceurs dn aterial eulture at this period marking the ardval of a Libyan variang of
the well kuown  Capsian eulture, Recent work on the burials attwibuted to the Maglach
variant, have shown that slf {with o single possible sccidental exeeption at Mecha ¢
Arabi in Tunisia) belong clearly to a Mediterranean strain. As such both the Libyan and
Maghreb variants could indicate sn immigration odginuting from either the North or
the south western shores of the Mediterranean. The late Profeswr Vaalrey supported
the former theory in his groat work on the Maghre, and [ am bousd to say that my own
results ut the Haun Freah Jend some support. Not enly could our version of the culivre
-{which I have pamed Libyco-Capsiany very well be a lintde Iater than the Typical Capsinn
of the Magitreb, but ours shows rather tlose yesemblanee to the so-ealled Epi-Graveuian
of Tealy and Sicily and the Idand of Levanzo, I the carliest Capsians cnme from that
quartes then they would Tave passed long the Gulf of Sirte and reached Cyrenaies at a
timo when further cudtural svolution had affected their couwsing in Tumsa. Tt is a rea
possibility In my opinion and suppoded by 4 number of detwils concerned with their
naturalistic ary, and geometric paintinga of pebbles which are found in both areas,!
Meantime the {prrhaps later) dovelopments 1 have in inind would have been thore of (he
Calia ares stimolated by specind materials for topl manuficiere as pointed aut by Vaulrey.
The less speciatised inivial coastal settlements would not always be casy Lo distinguish
from the latter Oranian,
] The afternative pasdbifity is that the Capeian stemmed from Western Asia where
prototypes might be conceived in sueh enltures as the Kebarun, Skifian, ete, Until more
carbon dutes are avadable it is :‘fklﬁnall to make a conivdent choice between these two
¢ possibilities {Fig. 195
Quite apart from the question of arigins bewever, another interesting peasibility is
raised concerning the significance of the Capsian complex a5 it now appears. Both in
Cyresadca and in the Maghueb there s evident continuity between this final hunting
group and the cardiest herdsmen about 10 be described. This continuity affeets not merely

L el 6, Chaptee VITLL
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2 wide gamut of industrial practioes but alse the representational art, and with its evidence
for many of the customs ard Tabits historically recorded as typical of the Ancient Libyane
of the third and second mitlenuia B,C. Ax fur asis known these last were all speakers of the
Hamitic or Berber group of languages, which still survives over much of the Maghreb and
even in the Ousis of Stwa, Thus the possibility is rassed that the Libyco Capsians and their
relatives i the Maghrely were the direct ancessurs of sn tmportant element in the existing
population of North Africu and thus the first Libyans in the modern sense.

Puase F.

Close to 7,000 B.P, o further profound change affects the fife of the Ancient. Libyans,
which ean be detected both in the Haus Freah und in a series of eaves studied by Il Mori
in Fegzan. 1n both nreas the first domestic animals appear and the people become herds-
men rather that hunters, In Gyrensica they herd shieep however — 28 fir ag we can see
exelusively and in Fersan catde. The earliest domestic amimmls in Egype alio appear
at abont the same tme. Cther changes and inventions include the first pattery, arrowheads
and stone axes in botk areas. Some regional differences are also apparent apart lrom the
differences in berds, namely in the art, style or working arrowheads, and above ull style
of pottery.

In Cyrenzien Use sheep and the pottery style could well be of inimediately Egyptian
derivation, but the origin of the catile and for that matter of the art style in Feazan poses
« different problen., -

Important work has been done in that area first by Graziesi and most recently by
F. Mo, working on engraved and painted art sites, The latter bas recently made &
cardinal contribution by his duting of n sequence of ast styles in a strafified cave (Oan
Mohoggiag, nesr Ghat), In this dated sequence the rarliest hurdsmen ean be clearly
recognised il shown to have arrived close to 3,000 B.C. Belore that the final hunding
populations alveady practised & most versatile representationalart, On the Lasis of this
work T would now suggest that many of the eneraved and carved art sites both in Feavan
aned perhaps ta the north ay well, including the newly discovered siwe in the Wadi Gran,
may be slightly earlier than was previously thought, and Capsian rather than Neolithic.

Now it so happens that as yel the transition of Epigravesdan to Neolithic has not yet
been absolutely dated fn South Italy or Sicily. It has however been recently shown that
enttle and pottery were introdueed in Crete sad the Greek Iddends as early as just over
B,OU0 years ago by s, It seems on the {eee of 2 not imposible that these early seafaring
Farmeze minl bave made thele way as fe s Ttaly aned thenee along the rowie of the Cap-
sian predecessary south o Tunisia, spreading thenee overluad 1o Feazan. At all events
neither the sheep nor the caile are likely 1o have been developed from local wild stock
in North Africa.
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Lt is noticeable that during the sccond adl of the Neolithic, say from abeout 6,000
o 5,000 years ago a much grexter affinity dovelops between the Cyrensicans und the
Maghreb in practically all their arts and crafts and mess notably in maters of poteery,
At the lauer date Predynastic monuments and the roek art of Fezean and the Maghreh
show that many other habits and customs were also shared, siuch as clothes and hairstyles,

From the fercgoing briel nccount one may seleat o fow saliont conchuians, First it
would appear thet Libya in compmon with the rest of Africa shases the distinction of having
scen some of the carliest human beings known to science, Seeondly during the Last In-
terglacial period some 90,000 years sgo Cyrensica was occupied by an exceptionally
inventive and advanced group of Palacolichic hunters, among the most techuolorically
progressive commuuities so far known o have existed at the time,

Subsequendy aler u short perdod of sccapation by a mone primitive group we have
the sudden appearanice of a still more advansed group shordy before o very similar
development took place first in Rastern and Gnully in 5.W. Europe. The next group,
cither of Egyptian or Syrian origin, seem 1o have obtained sorme of their inventions ul«
timagely from Europe vin the Eastern Meditarrancan, Theu there are signs of possible
incursions of hunters from Sicily about 10,000 years ago, bllowed wme 7,000 years ago :
by the carliest shepherds und canle herds, i

The people of Libya over the lasc 100,000 years broadly speakting were hunters,
herdamen, and natoral artists, shariog their habits and theic blood now with the peoples
of Egypt and now those of the Maghvel, but forever cut off from direct contact with
central Africa, trough perhaps oecasionally nsking contact across sen between islands
with the North Mediterraneas,

Acknowledgenents. The anthor wishes to thank the Edivor of the Prebistoric Socicty
of Great Beitain, the Byodics of the Qamlnidge University Press, and Pelicans Lad
for the re-use of material and fgnres from the following publicatons: The Stone Age of
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