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Summary

This thesis has tackled a role of the foreign elements to achieve the national
independence of Kosovo Province. It concentrated in light of these elements on the
European Union and the United States of America, with consideration that the
European Union is the regional organization that a province of the study is located in
its geographical area. Consequently, this Union is concerned with solving the crises
that are situated in its vital field, especially it has previous experience; representing in
the Yugoslavian Crisis in beginnings of the 1990s when Yugoslav began to collapse
and fight in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The European Union could not solely protect
the European security without the American support. The Europe suffered from
varying the political perspectives regarding this crisis. This matter happened with
Kosovo after signing Dayton Agreement for Peace that ended war in Bosnia, but it
didn’t' modify the situation in Kosovo, an independent state without international
recognition. Also, this study concentrated on the American role for the Kosovo
independence. Thus, it needs to investigate this role during the different stages for the
crisis development, as the United States of America firstly rejected the Kosovo
independence and it insisted to a necessity to continue the deposits between two main
parties of the dispute (Albania & Serbs) to reach the agreement between them
regarding this province.

This study has begun from hypothesis; representing: "The main and effective
role to the Kosovo independence is due to the foreign elements including the

European Union and the United States of America".

A problem of this study represented in participating the foreign elements
including the international organizations (the European Union) and the United States
of America to achieve the Kosovo independence. Therefore, this study attempted to
know nature of the role which these elements played, to monitor and analyze policies
of the effective foreign parties in crisis of the Kosovo province (the European Union
and the United States of America) reaching the province declaration of its

independence from one side in 2008.

Through analyzing of the foreign elements, we notice that they reacted in light
of the current international developments and balance of the powers. They resulted in
specific aspects related to the strategic benefits for the effective foreign parties in
crisis of Kosovo (the European Union and the United States of America). These

results direct towards support of the Albanians' desire in Kosovo to separate from
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Serbs and to declare their independence from one side. The proof is that there are
similar cases for Kosovo, but they did not have the same circumstances related to
Kosovo. Thus, it stayed to wait the supporting power; wishing to achieve their

national hopes in the national independence.

By monitoring and analyzing a role of the foreign powers in crisis of Kosovo,
the researcher found that they have an important and outstanding role at the different
stages of this crisis. As, the foreign parties entered in this dispute return to various
elements; such as the strategic, political and security elements, then other elements, in

particular, the cultural and civilizing ties.

The European situation of the Kosovo crisis concluded to prevent the situation
from exploding in the province, not to repeat that problem that the Europe witnessed
at the beginning of the Yugoslavian crisis and Bosnian War — when it could not
protect its security, then it needed to assistance of the United States of America that

followed stages of the crisis settlement; reaching the Dayton Agreement in 1994.

At stage of the Atlantic interference against Serbs to compel its army to leave
Kosovo and to get rid of the ethnic cleansing campaign, the European situations
varied among supporter and rejecter. The European Union replaced the United States
of America as a main diplomatic reign in the Balkan Peninsula, but its military force
did not catch up with its political ambitions. It was clear that the Union could not

spread the peace in Balkans without assistance of the United States of America.

After ending 1999 War (the Kosovo War), the United Nations Security Council
has issued its resolution No. 1244 which made Kosovo as an international
protectorate of self-governance (supervised by the United Nations Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo) until reaching the final settlement for its

situation.

On the other hand, the green light of the Kosovo independence emerged at the
European Summit that was held in Brussels, 14" December, 2007 as the Kosovo
crisis was mainly in the agenda of conference. The European Summit concluded to
declare "the Deposits Ending", not to permit to continue the current situation in the
province, to take a rapid solution with consideration that Kosovo is an European case.
Moreover, Kosovo represented advantage regarding the foreign politics of the
European Union. As a result, the decision issued to express that the European Union
is ready to burden its responsibility and send an European Civilian Mission to
Kosovo to replace the Interim Administration (UNMIK).
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Therefore, most of the European Union states confirmed the Kosovo
Independence; paying attention that the delaying to obtain the province the
independence will have more negative impacts, especially related to stability of the
Balkan Peninsula and the interior situation in the province. Furthermore, none could
not prevent the Kosovo parliament from declaration of the independence or prevent
the countries from recognition with this independence. Also, there were several
European countries (such as Spain, Greece, Cyprus, Romania, Turkey) tended to take
situation of the Serbs government regarding the province future; depending on a
necessity to preserve the boundaries located inside Europe, a necessity to avoid the

negative regional repercussions that might be caused by this independence.

After the Kosovo independence became a vital affair, the European situations
varied as well. The international and regional situations regarding the province
independence divided into three categories; supporter, conservator and rejecter. The
United States of America considered one of the supporting countries, in addition to
some countries that immediately declared the Kosovo independence such as
Germany, France, Britain, Italy and a lot of the countries followed to the United
States of America, those are near to these European countries. On the other hand,
there are conserving countries such as some European countries including Czech
Republic, Netherlands, Portugal and a lot of other countries that did not announce
their situation. Regarding the refusing countries included Serbs, Russia, some states
of the former Soviet Union, and China. It also involved other European countries
such as Spain, Bulgaria, Greece, Romania, Cyprus, Slovakia and some Islamic
countries such as Indonesia, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

When the province announced its independence, the United States of America
presented the full support to it. Whereas, all international efforts that were exerted
during the previous years led to prohibit to reach the joint background under this
difficult affair. Thus, Brussels and Washington proposed to exit the Kosovo affair
from the United Nations Security Council, it should be solved by the European
countries and America, as they are the two parties concerned with security of the
European continent across permission to the Pristina government to declare the
Kosovo independence from one side. Worthwhile, Washington and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization "NATO" consider Kosovo as a military and political
base advanced in the Eastern Europe, in addition to the economic benefits that

focused during years of the international guardianship. In fact, Kosovo owns the
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second largest reserves of the coal in Europe. Also, it has huge amounts of the coal

seams, copper, zinc, gold, silver and petroleum.

Washington considers independence of the minorities in this region and
composing independent countries is a pillar of the peace. In general, the American
situation has motives such as: The containment policy of the Russian bear, breaking
the Russian-Serbian Alliance, fears from that Russians return their power and its
regional and international existence, especially after the Russian opposition to spread
the missile defense in the Eastern Europe. Moreover, Kosovo will be a military and
political base advanced in the Eastern Europe to control the geopolitical extension of
Russia. Consequently, the western support to the Kosovo independence has benefits
of these powers. Also, it confirms that balance of the powers controls future of the

countries.

Accordingly, the thesis reached the hypothesis correctness that tackled. So, it
did its effort to investigate its correctness which illustrates that "the main and
effective role to the Kosovo independence returns to the foreign elements;
representing in the European Union and the United States of America". Without the
prominent international circumstances and the great western support led by the
United States of America to the Kosovo independence, this province could not

achieve its independence.
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