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Abstract

This study Aims to investigate the relationship Between trade unions
and the political regime in Tunisia: the case study of the Tunisian General
Union of Labor during the period 1987-2016. The problem of the study
was that there is not necessarily hostility or contradiction between the state
and civil society, Based on the preservation of the independence of civil
society. It is well known that workers' organizations are primarily aimed at
protecting their owners and achieving their status in society. They are
effective and capable of meeting the demands of their members and
achieving a degree of independence through the various means available to
them in accordance with the prevailing political system and its nature. This
raises the following question: What is the relationship between the

Tunisian General Union of Labor and the political system in Tunisia?

The study reached several conclusions, most notably the
confirmation of the hypothesis of the study that recognizes that the nature
of the relationship between trade unions represented in the Tunisian
General Union of Labor and the political system in Tunisia reflects the
corporatist model which means the type of relationship in which the state
dominates civil society organizations and controls them, Thus, these
organizations lose their independence and freedom of movement; the
Union's relationship with the regime usually oscillates between cooperation
and confrontation, as Tunisians view the Union as an independent body
struggling for the interests of the workers. But many EU members say that
during the Ben Ali regime, the PUK leadership has tended to adopt a
collusion with the regime, which is not favored by the more independent

members of the union.



With the regime keen to control this powerful organization, a
representative in the government stood up against attempts to form new
unions and unions outside the union and to persecute trade unionists by
resorting to harassment, intimidation, detention and torture. The union's
independence from the political system in Tunisia seems doubtful. Is more
than a product of official consumer discourse. One of the weaknesses of
the union is that 65% of unionists are public sector employees. This is
about contributions that are directly deducted from salaries and are
transferred to the central union accounts. The almost complete financial
dependence of the state makes all the waving of independence
questionable, and a sign of the relative independence of the union. The
relationship between the union and the regime is considered a partnership
by 39% of the trade union cadres interviewed under the EU diagnosis in
2005, 34% have a dependency relationship and 3% have an independent

relationship.
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